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Onehunga Bay Foreshore Restoration  
 
Representatives from TOES are now part of the Onehunga Foreshore Working Group (OFWG) regarding 
the proposal to restore the Onehunga foreshore stretching between the bottom of Seacliffe Rd and the 
Onehunga Wharf.  
 
Auckland City Council received 7 concepts from design and construction groups as to how this part of 
Onehunga could be restored. Of the 7 designs submitted ACC Council officers have selected 3 concepts 
to go to the next stage of the process. 
 
The OFWG is working under Auckland City Council and is made up of Jim Jackson and Peter Gibson from 
TOES Bridget Graham Chair of the Onehunga Community Board and officers from Auckland City and a 
project manager consultant appointed by ACC. 
 
TOES had the opportunity to view all seven submitted designs and felt that all displayed a quality 
outcome for this much neglected part of Auckland. All designs provided for an 11 hectare foreshore 
restoration and were within the $28million budget that the NZTA board and ACC politicians have 
allocated to the project. 
 
The next part of the project is that the OFWG will develop a design specification for the foreshore and 
the 3 selected groups will be asked to prepare final costings for the project. 
 
At this stage it is hoped that ACC will award a contract to the successful bidder to commence the 
foreshore restoration work August 2010 and it will have a 2 to 3 year duration to obtain the necessary 
consents and complete the civil work. 
 
Mangere Bridge Replacement Opportunity 

 
There is an opportunity to replace the existing Mangere 
Pedestrian Bridge.  
 
NZTA have a concern about the old bridges ongoing 
maintenance costs its structural integrity and that 
neither ACC nor MCC wish take responsibility for it in its 
current state.  
 
The first bridge was a wooden structure built in 1875 
however was attacked by marine worm and was 
replaced the concrete bridge which still stands today 
some 95 years old. When this bridge was first opened in 

1914 it was considered to be the best structure in the dominion however within a few years some of the 
piles started to sink which gives the bridges present roller coaster appearance. 
 



Today the underside of the bridge concrete continues to deteriorate and some years ago Transit erected 
ά5ŀƴƎŜǊ CŀƭƭƛƴƎ 5ŜōǊƛǎέ signs over each of the spans warning boaties of the danger.  
 

There have been already number of occasions where 
quite large chunks of concrete have dropped onto 
boats when they have been accessing the upper 
harbour and bridge structure has been lightly 
nudged by their boats .  
 
TOES representatives and other community 
stakeholders (from both sides of the Manukau 
harbour) recently met with the Mangere Harbour 
Crossing Alliance (MHX) regarding the replacement 
of the old Mangere Pedestrian bridge. 
 
There is strong support from both the Mangere and 
Onehunga communities including the Maungakiekie 

Community Board,  Mangere Community Board, Mangere Bridge Residents and Ratepayers, Onehunga 
Business Association,  Mangere Bridge Business Association, Te Puea Marae,  Ngati Whatua,  Onehunga 
High School to replace the pedestrian bridge. 
 
The replacement bridge would be in a similar alignment to the existing one, be of sufficient  width to 
allow walkers, cyclists and fisherman to jointly use the structure and of a height to allow vessels to pass 
underneath at high tide and a high level of lighting to ensure a safe environment for all bridge users. 
 
The issue was discussed at length and it would seem that there is support from MHX to complete the 
work since they have all the necessary equipment on site, understand the consenting process to secure 
a consent and are prepared to work in an open manner with both communities and of course it will 
never be cheaper than today.  
 
A new pedestrian bridge was always 
part of the original projectΩs budget 
until it was removed from the project 
at the last minute because of concerns 
there could be heritage issues. The 
Historic Places Trust has now 
confirmed that the structure is not 
subject to any official historic 
classification. TOES would like to think 
that there are a number of ways in 
which the old structure could be 
remembered which may include some 
parts being relocated into the adjacent 
parks at either end of the new bridge. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Retaining and enhancing reclamation under northern bridge abutment 
 
Under the northern bridge 
abutment of the new high 
level bridge there is an area 
of reclaimed land that was 
used during g the original 
мфтлΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
A temporary consent was 
issued by the ARC to 
construct the new high 
level bridge however on 
completion of the new high 
level bridge this area of 
reclaimed land is to be 
removed and returned to 
its original state. 
TOES would like the 
temporary reclamation 
consent currently in the name of MHX be transferred to another party allowing the area to be 
redeveloped into an area to provide the connections that are currently nonexistent. 
 
This area will potentially serve as the main connection link between the Onehunga and Mangere Bridge 
communities, the Onehunga Mall, access to the upper harbor walkway and cycle way and future ferry 
terminal. 
 
 
It would also allow the construction of the Onehunga Town Basin which would form the initial steps in 
providing access to the 
Manukau Harbour. 
The money saved by not 
removing the temporary 
reclamation could be used 
to further enhance the area 
and if carried out correctly 
could be cost neutral to 
NZTA. 
 
There have been 
suggestions that the 
community may be 
prepared to provide 
volunteers to redevelop 
the area over the next few 



years if it was able to work with ACC ARC and NZTA in achieving an outcome that all parties can be 
proud of. 
 
 
 All Tide Ramp Update 
 
 
The redevelopment of the all tide 
ramp located off the old Mangere 
Pedestrian Bridge has attracted 
many local residents to the two 
public meetings held at the 
Mangere Bridge School. 
 
The initial design prepared and 
presented ōȅ .9/!Ωǎ to the last 
meeting raised a number of issues 
and there would appear to be 
strong community support for a 
structural concrete panel 
breakwater rather than the 
mudcrete structure. The structural 
panel breakwater would allow the 
passage of water across the ramps 
and reduce the siltation problem, 
an additional length of floating 
pontoons for loading and 
unloading vessels which could also 
be used by the harbour ferry could 
easily be accommodated. 
 
The outside of the structural 
concrete panel breakwater would 
allow a grid system to be built to 
allow larger vessels to have 
maintenance carries out below 
their water line.  There is currently 
no facility to allow this work to be 
carries out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


